Supporting Information
. Giant panda mother information and dates of milk sample collection. Table B . MS data of the significant components in giant panda milk selected by multivariate statistical analysis. Table C Figure A . Body weights of three giant panda cubs over their first 60 days after birth. These cubs were the offspring of the pandas whose milk was sampled for this study. Cubs were nursed by their mothers and were supplemented daily with artificial milk formula, per standard husbandry practice at this facility. Therefore, growth rates will have been derived from this dual nutrition and do not necessarily reflect natural giant panda cub growth rates. The graphs of body weight changes with time (left panel) and percent changes from day to day (right panel) indicate that all three cubs underwent the drop in body weight immediately after birth that is typical in mammals. Yuan Yuan's cub, which was used for the exploration of the use of OPLS-DA in inferring components of milk that associate with the rate of cub growth (see Results and Discussion and Fig 3 of the main text) , is seen to follow a similar growth pattern to those of the other two cubs fed and treated similarly. There are no comparable data on growth rates of cubs in the wild. Data obtained up to 6 days inclusive after parturition, followed by the period beginning at 7 days post-partum are indicated in red and blue, respectively. The x-and y-axes represent scores for predictive and orthogonal component, respectively, expressed in arbitrary units. OPLS-DA R2X(cum) = 89.9% and Q2(cum) = 80.6%. In OPLS-DA, R2Y (cum) and Q2 (cum) parameters are used for the evaluation of the models, indicating the fitness and prediction ability, respectively. Q2 (cum) > 50% shows that the mode is useful; Q2 (cum) > 90%, is considered excellent. Table S4 . Peak area values in arbitrary units.
